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PALM SUNDAY 
This weekend we celebrate Palm Sunday, the beginning of 
Holy Week. We remember the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. 
Our entrance antiphon begins with: “Six days before the 
Passover, when the Lord came into the city of Jerusalem, the 
children ran to meet him; in their hands they carried palm 
branches and with a loud voice cried out: Hosanna in the 
highest!” Those crowds were ready to proclaim Jesus not just 
a prophet, but their messiah. The contrast is clear: at the 
start of Holy Week he is acclaimed, but at its end, he is aban-
doned. But for us in lockdown, this Sunday is even more dif-
ferent. We would have received palms together to commem-
orate Jesus’s entrance into Jerusalem. In the circumstances 
we find ourselves in, we cannot receive palms. Let’s pray that 
the Lord might keep us, and all those we love, safe. Let our 
green branches, wherever we are, during this lockdown time, 
remind us that Jesus is our Messiah. That is the reason that 
despite all that swirls around us we can still proclaim 
“Hosanna in the highest”. 
 

NEW PRINCIPAL AT ST CATHERINES 
We are pleased to announce that Mr John Low has been 
appointed Principle of St Catherine’s Catholic school. John 
will commence his new appointment at the commencement 
of Term 2, 2020. John is an experienced Catholic leader with 
a deep personal faith and brings a demonstrated commit-
ment and enthusiasm for ensuring excellence in teaching and 
learning to this leadership role at St Catherine’s School, Stir-
ling. John is looking forward to working with the staff, stu-
dents, parents and the parish community and I am sure he 
will find a very warm welcome among us. Please join me in 
wishing John all the best in his new role. We are grateful of 
the work and commitment that Erika Dixon has shown in her 
role as Acting Principal. 
 

PROJECT COMPASSION 
Dominic, 47, is a father of six from Papua New Guinea. In 
2016, he became involved with Caritas Australia’s partner, 
Centre of Hope who runs a safe house and family anony-
mous programs and turned a difficult life and an unhappy 
relationship around. Please donate to Project Compassion 
2020 to help support the Safe House project . Let’s Go Fur-
ther, Together. You can donate through Parish boxes and 
envelopes, by visiting: 
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion  

GONE TO “CALVARY” 
Maybe this comes as a surprise. Last Thursday suddenly 
around 10:30am I felt really sick. I became so ill that I decid-
ed to call the ambulance. My heart rate was beating really 
fast. I ended up in Calvary Hospital. I was discharged Satur-
day morning after having done all the necessary tests. My 
heart is still strong but I am on medication to control my heart 
rate. It has nothing to do with stress but it happens to a lot of 
people - reminding me that this Sunday I will be 63! I wish to 
thank the staff of the cardiac unit for their excellent service 
and sincerely I was impressed by the new hospital - it’s really 
top of the class. Before I had this episode I was already pre-
paring something for the bulletin. I wish to thank parishioners 
who phone to see how I am going, some provide soups an 
delicious meals. Thanks to all who continue to bring their 
Thanksgiving envelopes. God bless you all.  
Fr Fred 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY FR FRED 
Let us remember Fr Fred who this Sunday celebrates his 
63rd birthday. Fr Fred always remember when God made 
you He did so with a purpose and a plan. He saw all your 
days before you lived one of them and placed over you the 
covering of His protective love. He has allowed nothing to 
come into your life that has not first been screened through 
that love. His hand has remained upon you to this very day. 
He calls you by name. You are His beloved child… the apple 
of His eye… the delight of His heart. Today you are in the 
exact place He wants you to be, and tomorrow He will be 
with you as He has always been - in goodness, in kindness, 
in faithfulness.”  God Bless you today and always for the spe-
cial love and concern you minister to all of those in your care. 
May your life be filled with God’s many gifts.  
Happy Birthday.! 
 

HOLY WEEK 
We will try to broadcast live stream Holy Week Liturgies from 
the OLOR church. Details will be send through email in the 
coming days. Please remember that we have to abide by the 
restrictions so there cannot be any attendance at the OLOR 
during the celebration of these liturgies. On Easter morning 
we will have Holy Communion at Lobethal at 8,30am, and 
Bridgwater at 10.30am. We will do exactly what we have 
done in the past Sundays that everyone stays in their car and 
respect social distance requirements.  
 

NEW HALL 
Work at the new hall in Bridgwater is going according to plan. 
We are now at the stage were all preparations are being 
done for the concrete slab on which than the hall will be built. 
At the OLOR church we are in the process of changing the 
porch of the church. The new porch has been designed by Fr 
Fred. At Lobethal the big cross is in need of a good paint. At 
this stage we are waiting for the quotes from  
those interested to do the job.  

HOLY COMMUNION  
Communion on Easter Sunday 12th April 

2020 
St Joseph the Worker Lobethal - 8.30 am: Car Park 

St Matthew’s Bridgewater  at 10.30 am: Car Park 
 

Remember to keep the required distance  
and stay in your car 

We appreciate if you could  bring your 
Thanksgiving envelope and Project Compassion 

http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion


A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
The Lord has given me a disciple's tongue. So that 
I may know how to reply to the wearied he pro-
vides me with speech. Each morning he wakes me 
to hear, to listen like a disciple. The Lord has 
opened my ear. For my part, I made no resistance, 
neither did I turn away. I offered my back to those 
who struck me, my cheeks to those who tore at my 
beard; I did not cover my face against insult and 
spittle. The Lord comes to my help, so that I am 
untouched by the insults. So, too, I set my face like 
flint; I know I shall not be shamed. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Responsorial Psalm 
 

My God, my God, why have you abandoned 
me? All who see me deride me. 

 
They curl their lips, they toss their heads. 
'He trusted in the Lord, let him save him; 
let him release him if this is his friend.'   R. 

 
Many dogs have surrounded me, 
a band of the wicked beset me. 
They tear holes in my hands and my feet. 
I can count every one of my bones.   R. 

 
They divide my clothing among them. 
They cast lots for my robe. 
O Lord, do not leave me alone, 
my strength, make haste to help me!   R. 

 
I will tell of your name to my brethren 
and praise you where they are assembled. 
'You who fear the Lord give him praise; 
all sons of Jacob, give him glory. 
Revere him, Israel's sons.'     R. 

 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the  
Philippians 
His state was divine, yet Christ Jesus did not cling 
to his equality with God but emptied himself to as-
sume the condition of a slave, and became as men 
are, and being as all men are, he was humbler yet, 
even to accepting death, death on a cross. But 
God raised him high and gave him the name which 
is above all other names so that all beings in the 
heavens, on earth and in the underworld, should 
bend the knee at the name of Jesus and that every 
tongue should acclaim Jesus Christ as Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. 

 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless  
glory! Christ became obedient for us even to death, 
dying on the cross. Therefore God raised him on 
high and gave him a name above all other names. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless  
glory! 
 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew 
When they drew near to Jerusalem and came to 
Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 
disciples, saying tp them, ‘Go into the village oppo-
site you, and immediately you will find an ass tied, 
and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to 
me . If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, 
“The Lord has need of them,” and he will send 
them immediately’. This took place to fulfil what 
was spoken by the prophet saying,  
 
‘Tell the daughters of Zion, 
Behold, you King is coming to you, 
humble and mounted on an ass, 
and on a colt, the foal of an ass.’ 
 
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed 
them; they brought the ass and the colt, and put 
garments on them, on the road, and others cut 
branches from the trees and spread them on the 
road. And the crowds that went before him and fol-
lowed him shouted, 
 
‘Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the Highest!’ 
 
And when he entered Jerusalem all the city was 
stirred, saying, ‘Who is this?’ And the crowd said, 
‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth of Gali-
lee’. 
 
Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
 

 1st Reading          Acts 10:34,37-43; 

 2nd Reading  1 Cor 5:6-8 

 Gospel   Jn 20:1-9   

Next Week’s Readings:  Easter Sunday 

PALM SUNDAY - YEAR A 

Please read this week’s readings at home 


